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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
The following listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings. 

1. (Currently amended) A fuel feedpump for internal combustion engines having a fuel flow-rate 
regulating valve on an inlet side, wherein the fuel flow-rate regulating valve comprises: 
a housing having a fuel inlet port and a fuel outlet port, 

a valve mechanism equipped in the housing for controlling a flow rate of fuel from the 
fuel inlet port to the fuel outlet port, whgrgffl sajd valve mechanism includes a chamber that 
n nerablv accgmmodates a needle valve having a c oni ca l ti p th at tapers down toward an end of 
♦ha tin, wherein *»M chamber frr-lndea an openi ng t h at communic ates with the fuel inlet port; and 

a regulating mechanism for regulating a backpressure to regulate a position of **alve 
element of the valve mechanism the needle valve in response to a system pressure , wherein th e 
agedJs v*lve consols M to rate o f fagl from the fuel inlet port to the fuel outlet port by 
c ontrolling a flow rate o f fugj in the opening. 

2-3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently amended) A fuel feedpump as claimed in claim [[2]]L wherein tae^alve 
m o dianism includes a chamber tfa nt op u ably accommodates the valv e d ui uont and an op ening 
ye > idod in fee oh m ubor that comnnm i o i ilu with the fuel inlet port, in which a valve seat formed 
on an edge portion of the opening and the needle valve element cooperate to control tbe flow rate 
of the fuel in the opening. 

5 . (Currently Amended) A fuel feed pump as claimed in claim 1, wherein the backpressure 
regulating means includes means that resiliency urges the needle valve element in a valve-open 
direction, and a discharged fuel acts on the needle valve element to restrain the needie valve 
ekuaent in the valve-open direction. 

6. (New) A fuel feed pump as claimed in claim 1, wherein a stepped guide rod is affixed to a 
rear end of the needle valve so as to be coaxial with the needle valve. 
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7. (New) A fuel feed pump as claimed in claim 6, wherein a guide hole is formed in the 
chamber. 

8. (New) A fuel feed pump as claimed in claim 6, wherein the guide rod is movably supported in 
the guide hole by a large-diameter portion. 

9. (New) A fuel feed pump as claimed in claim 1, wherein the needle valve is formed 
concentrically with a channel. 

10 (New) A fuel feed pump as churned in claim 4, wherein the backpressure regulating means 
includes means that recently urges the needle valve in a valve-open direction, and a discharged 
fuel acts on the needle valve to restrain the needle valve in the valve-open direction. 

1 1 (New) A fuel feed pump as claimed in claim 6, wherein the backpressure regulating means 
includes means that resiliently urges the needle valve in a valve-open direction, and a discharged 
fuel acts on the needle valve to restrain the needle valve in the valve-open direction. 

12 (New) A fuel feed pump as claimed in claim 7, wherein the backpressure regulating means 
includes means that resiliently urges the needle valve in a valve-open direction, and a discharged 
fuel acts on the needle valve to restrain the needle valve in the valve-open direction. 

13 (New) A fuel feed pump as claimed in claim 8, wherein the backpressure regulating means 
includes means that resiliently urges the needle valve hi a valve-open direction, and a discharged 
fuel acts on the needle valve to restrain the needle valve in the valve-open direction. 

14 (New) A fuel feed pump as claimed in claim 9, wherein the backpressure regulating means 
includes means that resiliently urges the needle valve in a valve-open direction, and a discharged 
fuel acts on the needle valve to restrain the needle valve in the valve-open direction. 
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